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LESLEY ALLPORT

Lesley Allport has had a long career 
in mediation, including mediation 
training (for more information see 
www.ladr.net) and regulation. 
Working initially as a family 
mediator in the 1980s, she has 
been involved in developing new 
areas of practice, such as special 
educational needs and disability 
conciliation, and gives public 
service on various boards and 
committees. She mediates conflicts 
within families, education and 
workplace disputes, has experience 
in community mediation and is 
trained to mediate in cross-border 
family disputes and parental child 
abduction cases. In 2016 Dr Allport 
was successfully awarded her PhD 
at Birmingham University Law 
School, which involved empirically 
researching the comparative 
growth of mediation by looking 
at mediators working across a 
variety of contexts and identifying 
core common aspects of mediation 
practice. Email: lesley.allport@
ladr.net.

PATRICK J BIRKINSHAW

Patrick Birkinshaw is Emeritus 
Professor of Public Law at the 
University of Hull. He was Editor 
in Chief of the quarterly journal 
European Public Law between 
1995 and 2018. He has authored 

numerous books including: 
Government and Information (with 
Dr Mike Varney 2019) and European 
Public Law—The Achievement and 
the Brexit Challenge (2020). He 
worked as a specialist adviser to the 
Commons Public Administration 
Select Committee and frequently 
acted as a government adviser. He 
was a member of the transparency 
team for Nirex and the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority and 
was an ombudsman on information 
requests. He has worked on several 
national research councils. Email: 
p.birkinshaw@emeritus.hull.
ac.uk.

MATTHIEU BURNAY 

Matthieu Burnay is a Senior 
Lecturer (Associate Professor) 
in Global Law at Queen Mary 
University of London. He is also a 
Visiting Professor at Beijing Normal 
University and Paris 1 Pantheon-
Sorbonne, as well as an Associate 
Researcher at the Leuven Centre 
for Global Governance Studies, 
University of Leuven. He has an 
interdisciplinary background in 
law, political science and history. 
He holds a PhD in Law from the 
University of Leuven and a Double 
MSc degree in International Affairs 
from Peking University and the 
London School of Economics. His 
main research interests are in 
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justice system in China, which is 
set within a broad range of contexts 
of political, occupational and 
legal cultures, from the value of 
deference to authority, hierarchical 
structures, retribution and 
deterrence, to the integration of 
these into the state apparatus which 
determine the way state power is 
exercised. She is the author of a 
book entitled The Construction of 
Guilt in China: An Empirical Account 
of Routine Chinese Injustice which 
won the Society of Legal Scholars 
Peter Birks Prize for Outstanding 
Legal Scholarship 2020. Email: 
ym19@soas.ac.uk.

EVA PILS

Eva Pils is Professor of Law at King’s 
College London and an affiliated 
scholar at the US–Asia Law Institute 
of New York University Law School. 
She studied law, philosophy and 
sinology in Heidelberg, London 
and Beijing and holds a PhD 
in law from University College 
London. Her current research 
addresses autocratic conceptions 
and practices of governance and 
dimensions of legal and political 
resistance. Her most recent 
book, Human Rights in China: A 
Social Practice in the Shadows of 
Authoritarianism, was published 
in 2018 by Wiley. At King’s, she 
teaches courses on human rights; 
law and society in China; and 
authoritarianism, populism and the 
law. Before joining King’s in 2014, 
Eva was an associate professor at 
The Chinese University of Hong 

global law and governance; the 
study of the political and legal 
aspects of EU–China relations in 
global governance; as well as the 
comparative study of the rule of 
law in Europe and Asia. His recent 
publications include Chinese 
Perspectives on the International 
Rule of Law: Law and Politics in 
the One-Party State (Edward Elgar 
2018). Email: m.burnay@qmul.
ac.uk.

DING CHEN 

Ding CHEN is currently a Senior 
Lecturer at the School of Law, 
University of Sheffield, and a 
Research Associate at the Centre 
for Business Research, Cambridge 
University. She has undertaken 
extensive research on law and 
development, with a particular 
interest in the rule of law, corporate 
finance and corporate governance. 
Email: ding.chen@sheffield.ac.uk.

LISAMARIE DEBLASIO 

Dr Lisamarie Deblasio is a 
Lecturer in Law at the University 
of Plymouth. Her research interests 
include public child law, domestic 
abuse prevention and the impact 
of the law on vulnerable groups 
of women. Email: lisa.deblasio@
plymouth.ac.uk.

YU MOU

Dr Yu Mou is a Lecturer in 
Criminal Law at SOAS, University 
of London. Her research interests 
lie in comparative criminal justice, 
especially in the country of China. 
Her work focuses on the criminal 
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blocking statutes implicated in 
US litigation, and the enforcement 
of US court judgments in China. 
He has served as a Chinese law 
expert in numerous US and foreign 
proceedings, including several 
which have concerned Article 277 
of the PRC Civil Procedure Law, the 
subject of his article in this journal. 
Richard has law degrees from the 
George Washington University 
School of Law (JD, 2002) and SOAS 
(LLM, Chinese law, 2008) and was 
formerly a visiting scholar with the 
East Asian Legal Studies Center of 
the University of Wisconsin Law 
School. Email: rkwagner@rkwnet.
com.

FAYE F WANG

Faye Fangfei Wang is Senior 
Lecturer in Law at Brunel University 
London. Her research interests 
include cyberlaw, digital intellectual 
property rights, commercial law, 
comparative law and alternative 
dispute resolution. Her research 
considers how law is challenged 
by the innovation of technology 
in both common and civil law 
systems. She has published five 
monographs in these fields. Her 
latest book, Online Arbitration 
(Routledge) was released in 2017, 
examining the legal feasibility of 
online arbitration in the age of 
artificial intelligence. She has also 
written quarterly Europea Union 
reports on intellectual property (IP) 
law for the IP Society of Australia 
and New Zealand and its journal 
from 2009 to 2019. She served as 

Kong Faculty of Law. She has held 
visiting appointments at École des 
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales 
(Paris) and at Columbia University 
(New York) and is a legal action 
committee member of the Global 
Legal Action Network. Email: eva.
pils@kcl.ac.uk.

CEDRIC TANG 

Cedric Tang is a Postgraduate 
Certificate in Laws (PCLL) candidate 
of the University of Hong Kong (HKU). 
He graduated with a Juris Doctor 
(JD) (Hons) from HKU, a Master of 
Pharmacy (Hons) from University 
College London (UCL) and is a UK 
and HK registered pharmacist. He 
has experience in a multi-national 
pharmaceutical corporation and 
community pharmacy settings and 
has published in the pharmacy-
field. Email: ctang92@connect.
hku.hk and cedrictang92@gmail.
com.

RICHARD K WAGNER

Richard Wagner is a lawyer in 
private practice focusing on 
China-related disputes and 
investigations. He has acted as 
lead counsel, consulting lawyer, or 
worked behind the scenes for many 
ground-breaking cases in China-
related litigation and arbitration in 
the United States and in Asia. He is 
known for testing new theories and 
processes, including on issues of 
first impression related to electronic 
evidence in Chinese courts, the 
attorney–client privilege in a 
China context, People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) state secrecy and 
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responding to consumer grievances 
and complaints in mainland China. 
Her monograph on consumers’ 
access to justice in China was 
published by Hart in 2020. At QIIR, 
she leads government projects 
concerning harmonization of 
rules in the Greater Bay Area in 
China, and at SZU she works on 
financial consumer protection, 
especially protection for consumers’ 
personal financial information. 
Her most recent publications 
include (2020) ‘Access to Justice 
in Higher Education: The Student 
as Consumer in China’ 244 
The China Quarterly 1096-1117 
and ‘Unrepresented Parties as 
Professionals in China’s Consumer 
Dispute Processes’ in Moscati, 
Palmer & Roberts (eds) (2020) 
Comparative Dispute Resolution 
Edward Elgar. Email: ling.zhou@
sas.ac.uk.

Convenor of the Cyberlaw Section 
for the Society of Legal Scholars in 
the UK from 2009 to 2016. Email: 
faye.wang@brunel.ac.uk.

LING ZHOU

Ling Zhou is an Associate 
Research fellow at the Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies, Research 
Associate at the Qianhai Institute 
for Innovative Research (QIIR) in 
Shenzhen, and also a post-doctoral 
Fellow at the China Centre for 
Special Economic Zone Research, 
Shenzhen University (SZU). Her 
main research interests include 
civil justice and dispute resolution, 
socio-legal studies, consumer 
protection and Chinese legal 
development. She gained her DPhil 
in Law from Oxford University in 
2018, where for her dissertation 
she conducted empirical research, 
examining various types of dispute 
process and their effectiveness in 
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