
 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

 
 

 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 International Licence                    Digital Evidence and Electronic Signature Law, 19 (2022) | i 

Editorial: the ‘metaverse’  
  

The beginnings of another digital reality – the ‘metaverse’ – has begun. There will be significant problems with the 
significant amount of energy used to power this development, as well as the difficulties that will occur in obtaining 
sufficient of the earth’s resources to provide for the experience.   

In terms of law, issues that arise from any problems that occur during the use of the ‘metaverse’ will be relatively 
complex. Although simulations, data visualizations, augmented and virtual reality are admitted into evidence,1 
consideration will need to be given to jurisdiction and whether a substantive legal right or offence has been 
committed. Once over that hurdle, disclosure of relevant evidence will, no doubt, be a significant issue, and if 
admitted, how it will be admitted and by what means – concerns relating to the competence, knowledge and 
qualifications of the witness giving evidence.  

Given the poor state of legal education in relation to evidence in electronic form, it is debatable whether the legal 
profession remains fit for purpose.  
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Submissions 

The Review seeks and encourages original submissions from judges, lawyers, academics, scientists and technicians; 
students in relation to postgraduate degree work and versions of dissertations, where the student has passed the 
relevant course and the dissertation has been marked. The IT industry, certification authorities, registration 
authorities and suppliers of software and hardware are also encouraged to engage in the debate by submitting 
articles and items of news. 

The length of an article can vary. There is no fixed length. The aim is to publish article s of good quality that adds to 
the debate and knowledge of readers, discuss recent developments and offer practical advice. All articles will be in 
English, and contributors are requested to write using shorter, rather than longer sentences, because the au dience is 
international. 

Submissions should be sent as an attachment to an e-mail addressed to stephenmason@stephenmason.co.uk  or 
through the online submission options on the journal’s homepage at: http://journals.sas.ac.uk/deeslr/. All papers 
are peer reviewed blind. 

See our Guide for Authors – submission and editorial information at: http://ials.sas.ac.uk/digital/ials-open-access-
journals/digital-evidence-and-electronic-signature-law-review/digital-1  
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