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Quaker Women
1650 — 1690

BY

MABEL RICHMOND BRAILSFORD

A PICTURE OF THE WORK AND IDEALS OF 
THE FIRST QUAKER WOMEN OF ENGLAND

VfISS BRAILSFORD, in these studies of Early Quaker 
Women, deals with an aspect, both of the woman's 

movement and of the struggle for religious liberty, about which 
very little has been written. The Quakers were the first 
Christian body who admitted by their practice as well as their 
teaching that women were the equals of men. The women 
contemporaries of George Fox showed a curious parallel to the 
enduring side of what is called the " militant propaganda " of 
to-day. They gave their message in the teeth of the most 
virulent opposition, they went to prison and suffered the severe 
hardships of the prison life of the time, they were hunger- 
strikers, and they endured many forms of oppression, but 
their message was peace, and their protests were their sufferings, 
and not their violence. Miss Brailsford writes about these great­ 
hearted women from the beginning of Fox's work to his death, 
and the reign of William and Mary, when the Quaker was 
accepted and ceased to be an outcast. One of the most strange 
and picturesque fiqures in the book is the Quaker daughter of 
James II., who, after the Revolution, lived obscurely by her own 
handicraft in a quiet eastern port.
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