88 BEATEN FOR NON-ATTENDANCE AT MEETING

In xv. 156, we reported the deposit by Thomas Reed
Dyne of papers relating to Rachel Reed and her correspon-
dence with Stephen Grellet. Extracts from this corres-
pondence, under the caption of ““ The Reed Family, with
special Reference to Rachel Reed and her Friendship with
Stephen Grellet,”” are being prepared for publication.

The Quaker and e Pump

Charles Bratt built a range of tenements in Spitalfields, London, and,
objecting to the charges of the East London Waterworks Co., for a supply
of water, he set to work with the help of a labourer and dug a well in the
court-yard of his premises, erecting pumping machinery to feed a large
tank for supplying his tenements with water. In a recess in thewall
next the street, he put a pump, open to the public, which was much used,
though the pump was hard to work. A neighbour said to him: *° Mr.
Bratt, vour pump-water is very good—when we get it, but it is hard to
get.”” The fact was, the astute Friend had so arranged his apparatus
that the public well-earned the benefits received. For every gallon of
watey pumped into the public cans, two were raised into the owner’'s tank.
The Water Company, however, finding they had been outwitted, came to
terms, which was the end intended. The public pump was accordingly
suppressed and the reduced water-rate agreed to.

The above is copied from Theodore Compton’s Spitalfields and John
Gray, published in 1908. Charles Bratt (c. 1782-1862) and his brother
William Bratt (c. 1789-1871) were Friends of good standing in Devonshire
House M.M. They were the last Friends to wear the old Quaker garb.
They are seen in the foreground of an illustration in London Yearly Meeting
duying 250 years, 1919,

Beaten for Mlon-atfendance at Meeting

Sessions held at Hicks Hall, August, 1686 :

Henry Livesley discharged from his apprenticeship with Richard
Love, weaver, who ‘‘ hath several times inhumanly beaten him.”” Love,
‘“ being a Quaker,” had used his apprentice ‘‘ the more severely because
he would not goe to the Quakers meeting with him.”

Middlesex County Records. MS. Calendar of Sessions Books, 1638-
1738. Sessions Book 440. (Extracted by William A. Caffall.)



