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German overseas missions separ-
ately from the general peace
settlement, and to call in the
advice and assistance of indepen-
dent neutral experts in the mis-
sionary field before taking irre-
vocable decisions. The book also
mentions Rufus M. Jones and
Henry T. Hodgkin.

COLERIDGE ON QUAKERS
SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE'S
Lay Sermon . . . on the existing
distvesses and discontents (1817) is
reprinted in a recent volume of
Political tracts of Wovdsworth,
Coleridge and Shelley, edited Ly
R. J. White (Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1953). Coleridge treats
of Quakerism under the heading
“Religion and capitalism’ and
a marginal note reads ‘‘Religion
reduced to ethics, or prudential
motives, consorts well with com-
mercialism’’. Coleridge writes “‘Of
all denominations of Christians,
there is not one in existence or
on record whose whole scheme of
faith and worship was so expressly
framed for the one purpose of
spiritualizing the mind and of
abstracting it from the vanities
of the world, as the Society of
Friends!”” He then proceeds to
use the instance of wealthy

NOTES AND QUERIES

Quakers to prove that Christian-
ity has not put up effective
resistance ‘‘to the cupidity of a
trading people.”

It 1s interesting to note that
Coleridge says ‘‘though the
Quakers are in general remark-
ably shrewd and intelligent in
all worldly concerns, yet learning,
and more particularly theolo-
gical learning, 1s more rare among
them 1n proportion to their
wealth and rank in life, and held
in lessvalue, thanamonganyother
known sect of Christians’’. This
he attributes primarily to the
lack of provision for a trained
ministry or a class of learned
schoolmasters among Friends.

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

W. Alan Cole, 4 North Terrace,
Cambridge, is preparing a study
entitled The Development of
Quaker Political and Social Ideas,
1647-1660 to be presented as
thesis for the degree of Ph.D., at
Cambridge University, 1954. The
author will attempt to recon-
struct the Quaker attitude to the
seventeenth century revolution-
ary movement, and discuss rela-
tions with the Levellers and the
Fifth Monarchists.
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