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Welcome to the summer 2017 issue of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Student Law Review 

(ISLRev).  

Since the launch of the ISLRev in autumn 2013 the journal has built an enthusiastic readership with 

around 50,000 views and 34,000 article downloads. We are delighted that the ISLRev has appeared 

for several years in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) https://doaj.org/ and are pleased 

to report that a recent arrangement with the publishers William S. Hein & Co., Inc. means that 

additionally content from the ISLRev will be included in the HeinOnline law journals database 

https://home.heinonline.org/ and reach new audiences internationally through their service. 

In preparing this issue for publication we have been pleased to be able to feature articles that further 

the journal’s aim to showcase new writing and stimulate new thinking across a wide range of legal 

topics.  

 

In this issue:  

Aurélie Duchesne explores the perceived failure of international refugee law to respond to the 

refugee crisis resulting from the ongoing situation in the Middle East and increasing numbers of 

asylum seeker in Europe - critically analysing one of the UNHCR’s artistic project, “Exile Voices”, 

implemented in a refugee camp and subsequently as a photo exhibition held in Paris in 2015 and 

drawing on the work done by scholars in the fields of legal aesthetic and legal iconology to explain 

how visual arts are being enrolled successfully by international law. 

Wael Saghir examines the priority in the business and financial worlds for companies to pursue 

reduced transaction costs, creating a trend towards demobilization or dematerialization of securities. 

His paper explains the nature of securities and the governing laws needed to resolve problems of 

conflict of law rules related to securities.  

Christopher Monaghan offers an objective view of the law in relation to informed consent in medical 

care and the right of patient autonomy - outlining its accolades and highlighting remaining ambiguities, 

to suggest that the right of patient autonomy in informed consent is unassailable and the law will only 

further develop along this line of patient-centred thinking. 

Glen Mola Pumuye analyses the effectiveness of transplant legislation in the state of Papua New 

Guinea, looking in detail at the Mining Act 1992 and Oil and Gas Act 1998 which vest ownership of 

minerals and petroleum in the State although these resources are located on customary land. He 

suggests that the rush to transplant legislation has led to provisions that fail the functionality test and 

are not effective in Papua New Guinea, pointing out the effects and identifying solutions to redress 

this situation. 

Jacob M. Nolan gives a timely examination of the case of R (on the application of Miller and Dos 

Santos) v Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union – arguably  amongst the most important 

cases on constitutional law decided by the UK Supreme Court. In this landmark case the Supreme 

Court was required to rule on whether the UK Government (the executive) could trigger Article 50 of 

the Treaty on European Union without the authorisation of an Act of Parliament, through the use of 

the Crown’s prerogative. On an 8 – 3 majority, with Lords Reed, Carnwath, and Hughes dissenting, 

the Supreme Court upheld the previous High Court ruling that an Act of Parliament was first required. 

https://doaj.org/
https://home.heinonline.org/
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We hope that the readers of the ISLRev will find this latest issue interesting and rewarding. If other 

authors feel inspired to write a piece in response or submit a new article on current issues to the 

ISLRev, we strongly encourage you to do so.  

Our editorial board is composed of Doctoral Research students keen to review scholarly articles and 

case notes and comments, responding with feedback and engaging with the authors as they develop 

their ideas for publication. I would like to thank our Associate Editors and Peer Reviewers for kindly 

giving us their time and sharing their expertise during the submission stage and helping to maintain 

the quality of content of the ISLRev. I am of course particularly grateful to all those who submitted 

their articles for inclusion in this issue of the ISLRev.  

We expect our next issue to be published in the spring 2018, so please do submit your papers for 

consideration as soon as possible. Submissions can be made through the ISLRev’s online 

submission form at: http://sasojs.da.ulcc.ac.uk/lawreview/user/register or by email to: 

ials.islr@sas.ac.uk 

Best wishes to all,  

Lovina Otudor (Editor-in-Chief, IALS Student Law Review) 
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